Extruded soft glass photonic crystal fiber for ultrabroad supercontinuum generation.
We report the fabrication and properties of soft glass photonic crystal fibers (PCF's) for supercontinuum generation. The fibers have zero or anomalous group velocity dispersion at wavelengths around 1550 nm, and approximately an order of magnitude higher nonlinearity than attainable in comparable silica fibers. We demonstrate the generation of an ultrabroad supercontinuum spanning at least 350 nm to 2200 nm using a 1550 nm ultrafast pump source.